
BLOOD DON’T LIE 
BY AARON LEVY

 WRITING PROCESS
Storytelling as a Teaching & Writing Tool

https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Dont-Lie-Aaron-Levy-ebook/dp/B01K92ME5C/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8


ABOUT ME:  YO! I USED TO LIVE HERE! 



ABOUT ME: PHD AND MFA DEGREES



ABOUT ME: CREATIVE WRITING & TEACH TEACHERS



ABOUT ME: GEORGIA FILM ACADEMY



ABOUT ME: GEORGIA FILM ACADEMY

• EXHILARATING/AWE-INSPIRING

      JOB TITLE: 

•DIRECTOR OF ACADEMICS



•THIS ONE GOT PERSONAL

WRITING PROCESS: THIS IS ME NOW!



BUT BACK THEN I WAS…

•SHORT! 



AH…SHORT



I HAD NEVER WRITTEN A NOVEL BEFORE

BUT THIS ONE FELT LIKE A BOOK 
AND NOT A PLAY



WRITING FORMULA:
 

IDEA + FORCE + FORM = IDEA REALIZED



BLOOD DON’T LIE

•TEACHING FUTURE TEACHERS HOW TO TEACH WRITING

•BEST PRACTICES – WRITE ALONGSIDE YOUR STUDENTS

•SO I DID



MEMORY MAP ASSIGNMENT



MEMORY MAP ASSIGNMENT
•THINK ABOUT YOUR HOUSE AND NEIGHBORHOOD FROM WHEN YOU WERE 

AROUND 9-13 YEARS OLD. DRAW A MAP OF THAT HOUSE AND NEIGHBORHOOD. 
DON’T WORRY ABOUT THE ART HERE.

•MAKE AT LEAST 20 ANNOTATIONS ON THE MAP. THESE ARE JUST BRIEF 
DESCRIPTIONS OF “EPISODES” OR “STORIES” THAT HAPPENED DURING YOUR 
TIME IN THIS HOUSE AND NEIGHBORHOOD.



AARON LEVY’S MEMORY MAP



MEMORY MAP I REMEMBER JOURNAL 
PROMPT
• IN YOUR JOURNAL, PICK ONE OF YOUR EPISODES FROM YOUR MAP.

•WRITE ABOUT IT USING THIS TEMPLATE :

• I REMEMBER…

• I REMEMBER...

• I REMEMBER...

• BUT MOSTLY I REMEMBER



LEVY’S JOURNAL ENTRY



I REMEMBER – FOR PUBLIC

•TAKE YOUR JOURNAL ENTRY AND CREATE/CRAFT A PIECE FOR PUBLIC. 

•REMEMBER, IT’S A STORY, SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO TELL THE TRUTH

•POINTS OF DEPARTURE!

•”IT’S THE TRUTH EVEN IF IT DIDN’T HAPPEN…” G. LYNN NELSON  



LEVY’S FIRST DRAFT

•WORKSHOPPED BY MY STUDENTS



INSPIRED BLOOD
• I REMEMBER

•WORD PHOTOS

•WHERE I’M FROM

•METAPHOR PROMPT



ANOTHER I REMEMBER PROMPT

• I WROTE ABOUT GOING TO THE MALL WITH MY FAMILY

•THE SHORT STORY WAS PUBLISHED BY BLACK HEART MAGAZINE  

•AND THEN BECAME CHAPTER 4 IN BLOOD DON’T LIE

http://blackheartmagazine.com/2013/03/18/the-mall-by-aaron-levy/
https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Dont-Lie-Aaron-Levy-ebook/dp/B01K92ME5C/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1474479430&sr=1-1&keywords=Blood+Don't+Lie


QUICK WRITING TIPS for students

•WRITING IS ORGANIC

• YOU CAN START WITH PERSONAL. 

•MOVE TO POINTS OF DEPARTURE FOR A BETTER STORY. WHAT IF? 

• IT’S THE TRUTH EVEN IF IT DIDN’T HAPPEN – EMOTIONAL TRUTH  IS THE TICKET – ALWAYS WRITE REAL

• HAVE A PLAN BUT DON’T’ FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR PLAN

•WORKSHOP YOUR DRAFTS  - READ OUT LOUD 

• DON'T BE BORING! 



AARON LEVY
• FIND BLOOD DON’T LIE ON AMAZON.COM

• FIND PIZZA WITH SHRIMP ON TOP 

• AT WWW.DRAMATICPUBLISHING.COM

• VISIT MY WEBSITE AT WWW.AARONLEVY.ORG

• EMAIL AT ALEVY2@KENNESAW.EDU

• ALSO FIND ME AT THE GA FILM ACADEMY

• PODCAST THE FARM (PODCAST RECORDING)

https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Dont-Lie-Aaron-Levy-ebook/dp/B01K92ME5C/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
http://a.co/hVRJBBI
https://www.dramaticpublishing.com/pizza-with-shrimp-on-top
http://www.dramaticpublishing.com/
http://www.aaronlevy.org/
mailto:alevy2@kennesaw.edu
http://georgiafilmacademy.org/
https://www.aaronlevy.org/waisted-podcast-of-the-farm
https://www.amazon.com/Blood-Dont-Lie-Aaron-Levy-ebook/dp/B01K92ME5C/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
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