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• In the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art I 
sat across from several paintings by Picasso and 
read McCall’s book. Lead by Gertrude Stein, their 
distorted images watched me as I watched 
McCall’s narrative unfold. I was reminded that 
one day, after repeatedly looking at Picasso’s 
Guernica, I felt like the shattered and ruptured 
images of tragedy in the painting made sense. I 
was no closer to understanding or 
comprehending the violence of hate and war, but 
I felt like I could understand the pain and the 
amazement at the atrocities. 





I often wonder what life will be like for me 
after high school. Mostly, because I know 
what life is like for me in school. I go 
everyday excited to see my friends and that's 
the good part. I get to spend time with 
people that see me as a person, not as a 

person in a wheelchair. People are 
so judgmental in high school and it makes 
me feel swallowed whole by hurt. 



I know we can never escape judgment, 
no matter where we are. Judgment hurts 
the most in high school. Not only 
because we spend everyday with these 
people, but it's because we're 
most vulnerable. The good thing that 
comes from judgment is the opportunity 
to prove people wrong. If  there's one 
thing I've come to love about my life, it's 
that I get this chance everyday.



Where is this in the Common Core?

Which standardized assessment 
measures this?
































